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UT Martin Rodeo News
September, 2013The University of Tennessee at Martin

The University of  Tennessee at 
Martin’s rodeo team headed west 
to Casper, Wyoming this past 
June for the 65th annual College 
National Finals Rodeo (CNFR).  
Head coach John Luthi, assistant 
coach and trainer Nelson Davis, 
along with a dozen UT Martin 
cowboys and cowgirls departed 
Martin to make the 1,300 mile 
drive to the “Cowboy State”. 
The UTM men’s team qualified 
by winning the Ozark Region 
Championship and was ranked 
No. 2 in the nation going into the 
Finals (7,465 points). They made 
their 40th straight appearance to 
the CNFR. Two UTM cowgirls 
qualified for the college finals by 
being in the top 3 of  their event at 
the end of  the season. Over 400 
cowboys and cowgirls from more 
than 100 universities and colleges 
qualified to participate in Casper 
this year to contend for national 
championship buckles.

Representing UT Martin on the 
men’s side were Clark Adcock 
(team roping), Ben Walker (team 
roping, tie down roping), Jordan 
Thrasher (tie down roping, steer 
wrestling), Ty Hughston (saddle 
bronc), Clay Mitchell (team 
roping), John Alley (team roping, 
steer wrestling), Tyler Waltz 
(bareback riding), Lane Mitchell 
(team roping), Robert Joyce (steer 
wrestling) and Will Lummus (steer 
wrestling).

Alley (header) and Adcock (heeler) 
were ranked as the nation’s top 
duo in team roping, while Waltz 
(seventh in bareback riding) and 
Alley (eighth in men’s all-around) 
all were ranked amongst the 
nation’s top10 in their respective 
events heading into the CNFR.  

Competing for the UT Martin 
women’s team were Natalie 
Fletcher (breakaway roping) and 
Mary Francis Gorsuch (barrel 
racing).

The Finals began Sunday with 
“Broncs & Breakaway”.  Tyler 
Waltz scored a 69 on his first 
bareback horse. Ty Hughston 
tallied a 71 and split 5th in the 
round on his sable bronc.  

Monday began the completion of  
the first round.  Jordan Thrasher 

was 9.1 in the calf  roping and 
he finished 7th. He came back 
in the steer wrestling with a time 
of  5.4 and split 8th in the round.  
Ben Walker and his team roping 
partner were 7.0 and placed 8th. 
Natalie Fletcher garnered points 
for the women’s team with a quick 
time of  2.9 in the breakaway 
roping, splitting fourth in the 
round. Robert Joyce made a super 
run in the steer wrestling, but 

cont. on page 2
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broke the barrier to place 
deep in the round.

The second round began 
with a lot of  promise for 
the UTM team. Waltz 
split 7th in the round 
with a score of  72 points 
that had him sitting 10th 
in the bareback riding 
average. Will Lummus 
had a fast time of  4.9 in 
the steer wrestling. That 
put him splitting 6th in 
the go round and most 
importantly, 3rd in the 
average. With a blazing 
5.2 run in the team 
roping that was good 
for second place, John 
Alley and Clark Adcock 
confirmed why they 
were the #1 team ropers 
coming into the CNFR.  

Natalie Fletcher had 
another good catch in the 
breakaway with a time of  
3.6 for the round and a 
solid 6th place standing in 
the average. Mary Francis 
Gorsuch was 14.27 in the 
barrel race putting her in 
at 10th in the average.

Wednesday night during 
the opening of  the 

performance, Coach 
Luthi was honored as 
National Coach of  the 
Year and was presented 
with a buckle and 
proclamation that it was 
“Coach John Luthi Day” 
in Casper. There was also 
a special tribute from his 
team members. (Read 
more about this in the full 
article, National Coach of  the 
Year, located on page 4 in this 
newsletter).

There was an exciting 
start to the third go 
round as Waltz scored 
a 78 to finish 3rd in the 
bareback riding. Fletcher 
and Lummus had some 
tough luck and received 
no times in their events 
and unfortunately fell 
out of  the average. Ty 
Hughston drew the great 
bronc Mighty Mouse and 
also received a no score 
after a great effort. After 
Mary Francis barrel run 
she slipped out of  the top 
12 in the average.  John 
and Clark came back 
strong with a 7.1 to place 
7th in the round and 3rd 
in the average. 

The championship short 
go round was set for 
Saturday night.  After 
3 go rounds, the top 12 
in the average in each 
event advanced. Five 
UTM cowboys qualified 
to compete in the final 
round and a chance for 
a national title. Tyler 
Waltz entered Saturday 
night sitting 8th in the 
bareback riding average.  
In the team roping,  John 
Alley and Clark Adcock 
qualified in 4th position 
and Clay and Lane 
Mitchell were sitting 7th 
in the average. 

Waltz got UTM started 
in the championship 
short go round, and 
the Jersey Shore native 
did not disappoint. He 
drew the outstanding 
bareback bucking horse 
Wind Walker from the 
contractor Mo Betta, 
and spurred it to a 75.5 
point ride and 3rd place 
finish in the round. He 
landed in 6th place in the 
national bareback riding 
standings.

With 2 teams in the 

team roping it was a big 
event for the UT Martin 
program. Both teams had 
some unexpected tough 
luck, but still came out 
with respectable finishes.  
John and Clark placed 
7th in the nation while 
Clay and Lane Mitchell 
ended up 10th nationally.

When all the points were 
tallied, the men’s team 
enjoyed a 10th placed 
national ranking.  This 
was the 5th time since 
2005 that UT Martin 
has completed the season 
ranked in the top 10 in 
the nation under Coach 
Luthi. The women’s team 
finished the CNFR in 
26th place.

According to Coach 
Luthi, “We had a good 
Finals. Everyone we took 
to Casper competed well.  
I am very thankful to 
be able to coach such a 
great group.”  Luthi also 
mentioned he was excited 
that, “All but 2 of  the 12 
student- athletes we took 
to the CNFR are back 
competing this year for 
UT Martin”.

CNFR recap cont .

Robert Joyce

Mary Francis Gorsuch

Hubbell Photo

Hubbell Photo



3

Newsletter Archives
If  you are interested in reading past rodeo team 

newsletters, please go to www.utmsports.com and 
click rodeo. On the right side click on this symbol

 

They will all be available there.

Missouri Valley College
(Marshall, Missouri)

Murray State University 
(Murray, Kentucky)

University of  West Alabama
(Livingston, Alabama)
 
Troy University 
(Troy, Alabama)     

Cossatot Community College
(Texarkana, Arkansas)

Southern Arkansas University
(Magnolia, Arkansas)

University of  Arkansas- Monticello
(Monticello, Arkansas)

East Mississippi Community College
(West Point, Mississippi)

Northwest Mississippi Comm. College                                                                            
(Senatobia, Mississippi)

University of  Tennessee at Martin
(Martin, Tennessee)
                                                                                                      

OZARK REGION RODEO SCHEDULE
2013-2014

Keep up with 

UT Martin Rodeo results on 

www.utmsports.com

September   26, 27, 28
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

October    3, 4, 5	
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

October   17, 18, 19
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

November   21, 22, 23
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

February   20, 21, 22
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

March   TBA
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

March    TBA
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

April   TBA
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

April 3, 4, 5
Thursday, Friday, Saturday

April   10, 11, 12
Thursday, Friday, Saturday
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The University of  
Tennessee at Martin 
rodeo coach John Luthi 
was named National 
Intercollegiate Rodeo 
Association National 
Coach of  the Year at 
the 65th annual College 
National Finals Rodeo 
in Casper, Wyoming.  
The award, which was 
officially presented on 
Wednesday, June 12, was 
voted upon by the NIRA 
Board of  Directors, 
made up of  the regional 
and student directors.  

During the opening 
ceremony of  the rodeo 
performance, Luthi stood 
in the spotlight in the 
middle of  the arena with 
his team circled around 
him. One by one, each 
gave a testimony of  what 
Coach Luthi meant to 
them personally and 
to the team. Then the 
NIRA commissioner 
presented him with the 
National Coach of  the 
Year buckle. He also read 
a proclamation from 
the city certifying that 

Coach Luthi  named “National  Coach of  the Year”
it was officially “John 
Luthi Day” in Casper, 
Wyoming.

“I felt very blessed to be 
named Ozark Region 
Coach of  the Year”, 
commented Coach 
Luthi.  “Then to be 
named National Coach 
of  the Year was just 
amazing!  I just praise 
God for this honor.  God 
has blessed me so much; 
besides having a great 
group of  young men and 
women on our team, I 
am thankful for all the 
help from my assistant 
coach Nelson Davis, 
assistance from former 
team member Chelsie 
McDade, and support 
from my wife, Diane, who 
just does so much for the 
team behind the scenes.  
It is said that behind 
every good man is a great 
woman, and it is for sure 
that my wife is a great 
woman. On top of  that 
we have an outstanding 
Rodeo Booster Club that 
is second to none. Also, 
our athletic department 
staff  is a huge help in 
so many ways too”.  He 
goes on to say, “Like I 
said before, I truly am 
blessed and thankful for 
this honor, but there is no 
way I could achieve this 
without all of  the help”.

It was certainly a banner 
year for Luthi in 2013. 

The UT Martin men’s 
team accumulated 7,465 
points in 10 rodeos 
entering the CNFR. 
The men’s team won 
the Ozark Region by 
a commanding 3,185 
points and qualified for 
its 40th straight CNFR 
appearance in 2013. 
It was the program’s 
12th Ozark Region 
championship under the 
guidance of  Luthi and 
28th Ozark title since 
1976.

Luthi brought home 
regional Coach of  the 
Year honors, one of  
seven championship 
awards that UT Martin 
received from the Ozark 
Region. He also presided 
over the 45th annual 
Spring College Rodeo at 
UT Martin, which was 
named the Ozark Region 
“Rodeo of  the Year” 
for the eighth straight 
season. Several UT 
Martin cowboys earned 
top-10 national rankings 
throughout the season 
thanks to the tutelage 
of  Luthi, who took over 
as head coach of  UT 
Martin in 1997.

The UT Martin men’s 
team finished 10th in the 
nation at the CNFR, the 
fifth time since 2005 that 
the team has closed out 
the year in the top-10. 

Hubbell Photo
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Alumni Spotlight

After rodeoing for 
Hill Junior College in 
Hillsboro, Texas I was 
hesitant about coming 
back to Tennessee.  I 
finally made the decision 
to come home and rodeo 
for UT Martin. That 
was the best decision I 
could have ever made. 
I got the opportunity to 
compete from 1998-2000. 

Carla and Justin Deere and their two children, Blaize, 10 years old and 
Ridge, 2 years old.

My first year at UTM, I 
was Reserve All-Around 
Cowgirl, Breakaway 
Roper, and Goat Tyer. I 
also got the opportunity 
to compete in Casper, 
Wyoming at the College 
National Finals. Our 
Women’s team was very 
strong that year and I was 
honored to rodeo with 
such great girls.  

Carla Rogers Deere

Rodeoing for Coach 
Luthi was totally different 
from what I was use to. 
Out of  all the positive 
thinking and goal setting, 
what stands out in my 
mind was how dedicated 
he was to his job and how 
he truly cared about each 
rodeo team member. I 
can remember having 
bible study on Tuesdays. 

I didn’t go every week 
(even though I needed 
it) but looking back I 
see that Coach Luthi 
was looking at a bigger 
picture. We had great 
practices and he pushed 
us to give 100% each 
time. I can remember my 
crazy rope horse running 
completely over him. 
He got up, shook it off, 
and came back in the 
roping box like nothing 
happened. Being a part 
of  the UTM rodeo team 
was kind of  like having 
another family. Each 
member was looking 
to help the other and 
wanted everyone to do 
their very best. One of  
the infamous handouts 
was “there is no I in 
TEAM” and everyone 
truly took that to heart. 
My years at UTM were 
some of  the best.  I will 
forever cherish those 
memories and lifelong 
friendships.  

I am married to Justin 
Deere and we have two 
children Blaize 10 and 
Ridge 2. We are currently 
in the process of  moving 
to Brownsville, TN where 
Justin manages the Farm 
Bureau. With my degree 
in Criminal Justice, I 
have been working for 

cont. on page 6
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Follow the rodeo team at

www.utmsports.com

Join us
on Facebook 
– UTM Rodeo

During a college rodeo at Murray State, Carla 
Rogers Deere turns in a blazing fast time in the 
breakaway roping while competing for  
UT Martin.

Community Corrections for 12 years as a probation 
officer. I still compete often in the Breakaway Roping 
but have taken a backseat to my daughter Blaize. She 
has been competing in Junior Rodeo for a couple of  
years now.  I love watching her compete, especially in 

Alumni Spotl ight  cont .

Jackpot Schedule
Barrel Racing Dates

All the barrel races will be IBRA sanctioned

October 25 – 26

November 1 – 2

January 10 – 11

Team Roping Jackpot

February 14 - 15

the Goat Tying. Hopefully Coach Luthi won’t retire 
anytime soon. 

Coach Luthi remembers some of  his team members 
telling him about a talented girl named Carla Rogers 
who went out of  state to rodeo for a junior college 
in Texas. They encouraged him to talk to her about 
coming back and rodeoing at Martin. “That was a 
great decision”, says Coach Luthi, “to recruit her.  
Carla was not only a winner and leader in the arena, 
but outside the arena too.  I was thrilled she came 
back and finished up school at Martin”.
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FOUR NEW RUNS AT THE EQUINE CENTER

The news runs were built by Seth 
McDaniel Fencing Company 
(former UT Martin rodeo team 
member). They are located directly 
behind the 4 runs added last year. 
Red Brand wire was used on all 
of  the runs. (Red Brand out of  
Peoria, Illinois, carries premium 
lines of  agricultural fencing 
products and reigns as the most 

recognized brand of  farm fence in 
the United States. Since 1889 Red 
Brand has been standing guard 
with top quality, American-made 
fence products for a wide variety of  
applications). Red Brand donated 
the wire to the team for the first set 
of  runs. They also sponsor former 
UT Martin rodeo team member 
Ty Atchison as he competes at 

professional rodeos. You can see 
videos of  Ty at www.RedBrand.
com.

The donated fence wire, combined 
with money raised by team 
members from contribution letters 
in the last two years, has allowed 
the building of  a total of  eight new 
runs located just south of  the stall 
barn and west of  the calf  pen.

www.RedBrand.com
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Remember this Handout…

The University of  Tennessee is an EEO/AA/Title VI/Title IX/Section 504/ADA/ADEA institution in the provision of  its education and employment programs and services.  
All qualified applicants will receive equal consideration for employment without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, pregnancy, marital status, sexual orientation, 
gender identity, age, physical or mental disability, or covered veteran status. In compliance with the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of  Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics 
Act (The Clery Act), UTM’s annual security report includes statistics for the previous three years concerning reported crimes that occurred on or around the campus and UTM’s 
emergency response and evacuation procedures. You can view the report at http://www.utm.edu/departments/finadmin/publicsafety/annualreport.php or you may obtain a paper 
copy of  the report by contacting the Office of  Public Safety, 215 Hurt Street, Martin, TN 38238 or calling (731) 881-7777. Data on intercollegiate athletics program participation 
rates and financial support may be found at http://www.utm.edu/webshare/consumer_docs/09-10%20DOE-EADA%20Report.pdf  and printed copies may be obtained through 
the Office of  Intercollegiate Athletics, 1022 Elam Center, Martin, TN 38238 or by calling (731) 881-7660.  E05-4105-00-001-14


